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LEX CURIATORUM: On the procedure for calling, attending and closing assemblies of the Roman People 

Standing Operating Procedure 

CONTEXT 

I) This standing operating procedure governs the following committees (assemblies) 

i) Comitia Tributa 

ii) Concilium Plebis 

iii) Comitia Centuriata 

II) All assembly meetings have four stages: 

i) Calling an assembly 

ii) Opening an assembly 

iii) Moving to vote 

iv) Closing an assembly 

III) Two committees must pass by resolution any amendments or recension of this standing operating 

procedure (lex). The committees which can amend of rescind this standing operating procedure are: 

i) Century Committee (Comitia Centuriata) 

ii) Advisory Committee (Senate) 

CALLING AN ASSEMBLY 

I) The presiding magistrate of the assembly being called is to first announce the gathering of the 

assembly publically 

i) As a minimum announcements must appear at: 

A) The main public online forum  

B) Any official news area of the RomanRepublic.org 

II) All public announcements calling for an assembly must occur at least four (4) days before the 

opening of such meeting 

III) The announcement calling an assembly must contain: 

i) The issue(s) to be decided/voted upon at the assembly 

ii) The name of the assembly to be called 

iii) The date and time when the assembly is to open (Central European Time should be used) 

iv) The date and time when voting in the assembly is to start (Central European Time should be 

used) 

v) The date and time when voting is to end and the assembly is to close (Central European Time 

should be used) 

vi) The name and office of the presiding official who is calling and leading the meeting of an 

assembly 

vii) A statement of endorsement for favourable auspices regarding the meeting dates from one of 

the following: (I) the official presiding over the assembly (2) member of the Collegium 

Pontificum (3) member of the Collegium Augurum 
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OPENING AN ASSEMBLY 

I) To officially open an assembly meeting the presiding official must announce the opening of the 

assembly publically 

i) At a minimum announcements must appear at: 

A) The main public forum  

ii) The announcement opening an assembly must contain: 

A) The issue(s) to be decided/voted upon at the assembly 

B) The name of the assembly to be opened 

C) The date and time when the assembly is to open (Central European Time should be used) 

D) The date and time when voting in the assembly is to start (Central European Time should be 

used) 

E) The date and time when voting is to end and the assembly is to close (Central European 

Time should be used) 

F) The name and office of the presiding official calling and leading a meeting of an assembly 

G) A statement asking for divine guidance from the Roman Gods. Such a statement should 

come from the official presiding over the assembly, or a member of the Collegium Augurum, 

or Collegium Pontificum 

II) After the announcement opening the assembly a presiding official may do any of the following: 

i) Address the assembly directly the main public forum 

ii)  Invite an election candidate to address the assembly directly within the main public forum  

iii) Invite any citizen to address the assembly directly within the main public forum  

III) An assembly cannot be vetoed and closed by a magistrate once declared open 

IV) All assemblies must move to vote between day 7 and day 14 from the announcement opening the 

assembly. Voting can start sooner upon the discretion of the presiding magistrate of the assembly. 

MOVING TO VOTE IN AN ASSEMBLY AND VOTING PERIOD 

I) To officially start the voting process within an assembly meeting the presiding official must 

announce the opening of the voting period 

i) At a minimum announcements must appear at: 

A) The main public forum  

ii) The announcement opening an assembly must contain: 

A) The issue(s) to be decided/voted upon at the assembly 

B) The name of the assembly to vote 

C) The date and time when voting in the assembly is to start (Central European Time should be 

used) 

D) The date and time when voting is to end and the assembly is to close (Central European 

Time should be used) 

E) The name and office of the presiding official calling and leading a meeting of an assembly 

F) The name of the rogatore and custode overseeing the election 

II) The process by which an election is to occur is to be outlined by a standing operating procedure (lex) 
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III) The minimum allowed period for which ballots are accepted is 10 days, the maximum period for 

which ballots are to be accepted is 20 days.  

IV) Private ballots must be sent to every member of the committee eligible to vote.  

i) The eligibility for members to vote in a committee will be determined my standing operating 

procedure (lex)  

CLOSING AN ASSEMBLY 

I)  An assembly of the Roman People can be closed at any time except during the voting period.  

II) To officially close an assembly meeting the presiding official must announce the end of the assembly 

i) A consul may close a meeting of the century committee or tribal committee even of they are not 

the presiding magistrate; however, they cannot close a meeting being presided over by their 

officer (magisterial) colleague. 

ii) At a minimum announcements closing the assembly must appear at: 

A) The main public forum  

iii) The announcement closing an assembly must contain: 

A) The issue(s) voted upon 

B) The result of any issues decided by a vote 

(a) Must include the number of tribes in favour, against and abstaining or falling to respond 

on an item 

C) The name of the assembly closing 

D) The name and office of the presiding official closing a meeting of an assembly 

III) Once an assembly is closed it cannot be reopened again without calling for a new assembly meeting 

IV) The minutes of the meeting including any items decided by a vote must be summarized in a final 

report on the assembly meeting 

i) The presiding magistrate is responsible for the creation of this report within three (3) days of 

closing the assembly 

V) This report should be sent to the following people: 

i) Censors, consuls, praetors, aediles, tribunes, quaestors, interrex, pontifex maximus, scriba 

pontificicus, collegium augurum magister collegii, all provincial governors, all senators 

ii) This report should also be sent to the rogatore and custode overseeing any elections that took 

place during the meeting of the assembly 

A) The report should also be posted on the main public forum  

B) The Quaestor Urbanus and Consularis are to insure this report is appropriately archived at 

romanrepublic.org 

VI) No assembly can be open for longer than thirty-five (35) days as counted from first day a call for the 

assembly is initially announced 

i) Any assembly called or opened after this time is officially and automatically closed by a simple 

statement stating this fact and posted by any elected magistrate or senator 

 


